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Introduction of The Sound of Waves, its themes, 
and your reading response strategy for this book
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The Sound of Waves, written by Yukio Mishima and set on the remote Japanese island of Uta-Jima, is a coming-of-age story about Shinji, a poor young fisherman, and Hatsue, the pearl-diver daughter of the island’s wealthiest inhabitant. The story is set in the time after WWII. Some of the themes in this book are:

· Tradition

· Social classes, respect, etiquette, propriety

· Gossip that results from these social conventions

· Nature

· How connection to and reliance on the natural world shape character and behavior

· The effects of geographical isolation, individual and societal

· Coming of Age

· The expansion of horizons, literally and figuratively

· The realization of new emotions

· Gender roles

· What “makes” a man

· Challenges faced by women 

About the author:

Yukio Mishima was the pen name of Kimitake Hiraoka, an upper-class, highly-regarded novelist, playwright, actor, critic, and occasional model who practiced body-building and kendo (a Japanese martial art involving swords). He was nominated three times for the Nobel Prize in Literature, and his work blended tradition and modernity to challenge cultural boundaries. Common themes were sexuality, death, and political change. Though he married and had children (the first woman he considered for marriage later married the Crown Prince and is now Empress Michiko), correspondence exists that shows Mishima had a romantic relationship with a fellow male writer. This aspect of his life has been downplayed (partly through legal action) by his relations.

In 1970, at the age of 45, after completing the tetralogy that is considered his masterpiece (The Sea of Fertility), Mishima attempted to stage a coup-d’etat at the national defense headquarters. Immediately after giving a brief speech supporting Emperor Hirohito’s* return to power, he committed seppuku.

It was later found that he had been planning his suicide for over a year, and one biographer has suggested that the coup-d’etat may have simply been an excuse for committing seppuku.

*Prior to WWII, the Emperor of Japan was considered to be a divine figure; or a deity in the form of a human being who held godly power over the country. Part of Japan’s terms of surrender of WWII meant that the current emporer, Hirohito, was forced to renounce this divinity. For the remainder of his life, Hirohito’s role was similar to that of European constitutional monarchs.

Question-Answer Relationship reading response strategy:

QAR Rationale: This reading strategy is designed to improve your reading comprehension, help you practice how to ask questions about your reading and where to find the answers to them. This strategy also helps you to think about the text you are reading, to delve deeper into the text using your analytic mind, to inspire you to think creatively, and to ask you to use higher-level thinking skills.

For each category (Right There, Think and Search, Author and You, On My Own), you will construct a question and a response in your journal. Look over the descriptions of the following categories and consider which tasks require higher level thinking skills.

· Right There. The answer is in the text, and if we pointed at it, we'd say it's "right there!" Often, the answer will be in a single sentence or place in the text, and the words used to create the question are often also in that same place.

· Think and Search. The answer is in the text, but you might have to look in several different sentences to find it. It is broken up or scattered or requires a grasp of multiple ideas across paragraphs or pages.

· Author and You. The answer is not in the text, but you still need information that the author has given you, combined with what you already know, in order to respond to this type of question.
· On My Own. The answer is not in the text, and in fact you don't even have to have read the text to be able to answer it.

QAR Example: Freakonomics
Then there is the recent case of Temptress, a fifteen-year-old girl whose misdeeds landed her in Albany County Family Court in New York. The judge, W. Dennis Duggan, had long taken note of the strange names borne by some offenders. One teenage boy, Amcher, had been named for the first thing his parents saw upon reaching the hospital: the sign for Albany Medical Center Hospital Emergency Room. But Duggan considered Temptress the most outrageous name he had come across.

         
“I sent her out of the courtroom so I could talk to her mother about why she named her daughter Temptress,” the judge later recalled. “She said she was watching The Cosby Show and liked the young actress. I told her the actress’s name was actually Tempestt Bledsoe. She said she found that out later, that they had misspelled the name. I asked her if she knew what ‘temptress’ meant, and she said she also found that out at some later point. Her daughter was charged with ungovernable behavior, which included bringing men into the home while the mother was at work. I asked the mother if she had ever thought the daughter was living out her name. Most all of this went completely over her head.”

Was Temptress actually “living out her name,” as Judge Duggan saw it? Or would she have wound up in trouble even if her mother had called her Chastity?






          
It isn’t much of a stretch to assume that Temptress didn’t have ideal parents. Not only was her mother willing to name her Temptress in the first place, but she wasn’t smart enough to know what that word even meant. Nor is it so surprising, on some level, that a boy named Amcher would end up in family court. People who can’t be bothered to come up with a name for their child aren’t likely to be the best parents either. So does the name you give your child affect his life? Or is it your life reflected in his name? In either case, what kind of signal does a child’s name send to the world—and most important, does it really matter?
1. Right There

Question: Why did the mother name her daughter Temptress?

Answer: She misspelled the name of a TV actress that she liked – she didn’t actually mean to name her Temptress. 

2. Think and Search

Question: Why is this person relevant to the article on the connection between names and life experiences?

Answer: Because there might be a connection between people whose parents gave them unusual or poorly thought-out names and negative life experiences. This may be because people who don’t bother to think very much about their children’s names don’t make good parents.

3. Author and You

Question: Is it possible that by giving Temptress a name with a certain meaning, her mother caused her to “live” that meaning?

Answer: While naming her Temptress didn’t mean she was definitely going to become someone who got involved with men like she did, it’s possible that hearing comments about her name since she was young caused her to be more aware of certain things than someone who would be named Rebecca , for example. And, hearing that name could cause people to act a certain way toward her, or assume things about her, that they maybe wouldn’t if her name were different. 

4. On My Own

Question: Has my name ever affected me negatively or positively?

Answer: I like having an unusual name, and maybe it makes people remember me better. If my first name affects the likelihood of my resume getting pulled out of a pile, like the Freakonomics video showed, maybe it’s good to have a memorable name! 

Reading Schedule:

Directions: For each chapter, construct each type of question and response. For example, this means that for Chapter 1, you will have one Right There, one Think and Search, one Author and You, one On My Own. Each question and response should be substantial, significant and reflect the level of thinking in which you’re required to do. Give each chapter a clear heading in your journal.
Calendar of Due Dates

	Mon., Feb. 24th
	Tues., Feb. 25th
	Feb., Feb. 26th
	Thur., Feb 27th
	Fri., Feb. 28th

	
	Book and reading packet given out. Vocab pre-assess.
	
	 Vocab post-assess.

	Due: Chapters 1-4  (pgs 3-32)              



	Mon., Mar. 3rd
	Tues., Mar. 4th
	Wed., Mar. 5th
	Thur., Mar. 6th
	Fri., Mar. 7th

	Due: Chapter 5-7 (pgs 33-63)              
	
	Due: Chapters 8-10 (pgs 64-108)             


	
	Due: Chapters 11-13 (pgs 109 -146)      

	Mon., Mar. 10th
	Tues., Mar., 11th
	Wed., Mar. 12th
	Thur., Mar. 13th
	Fri., Mar. 14th

	Due: Chapters 14-16: (pgs 147-183)        

 
	
	
	 
	


