Newspaper/Short Story Rubric

                 
      Name: _______________________________

TEACHER SCORE SHEET
	Criteria
	Proficient ~ 10 points
	Novice ~ 5 points
	Incomplete ~ 0 points

	Story 
What is this story about, and why should I read it?
____ / 10 pts
	The author/interviewer has obviously selected an interviewee/subject with a story that is worth preserving: the audience is drawn into the action, remains interested in the development of the story, and by the end of the story it is clear why this story is worth knowing and preserving. The subject is compelling, and the storytelling is vivid.
	The message of this story, or the point of preserving it for other people, is not entirely clear at times. The reader is not always sure why the author/interviewer thinks that it is important to preserve this story. The subject is somewhat compelling, but the telling could use some vivacity.
	Missing major components of criteria

	Development
Turning the interview material into a final product.
____ / 10 pts


	The author/interviewer clearly had enough interview material to create a complete final product. The material has been edited to remove unnecessary elements of the story, and the details of the story are presented in a logical way that is easy for the audience to follow, and maintains interest throughout the story. 
	The author/interviewer seems to have started with a small amount of interview material, so that some unnecessary information is included, or there are holes in the story that leave the audience confused. The story is not always presented in a way that is easy for the audience to follow or understand. The audience may be left with comprehension questions at the end.
	Missing major components of criteria

	Mechanics
The elements of writing that make this a polished final product

____ / 10 pts


	Editing: the author has clearly gone through several revision of the material to ensure that the writing is checked for errors, and sentence construction is varied, interesting, and appropriate in tone. Transitions between description and action are smooth. The author tried to include interesting word choices, analogies, and other methods of maintaining the audience’s interest.
	The author could have spent more time editing the writing/script of this final product; there are some errors that should have been corrected. Sentence structure, word choice, and tone vary somewhat.
	Missing major components of criteria


Newspaper Article and Short Story:

	Criteria
	Proficient ~ 5 points
	Novice ~ 2.5 points
	Incomplete ~ 0 points

	Text Specific Attributes: 
____ / 5 pts
	Newspaper article is presented in newspaper format (title, columns, “pull quote”, etc), is written in the third person, includes dialog as appropriate. 
Short story is structured in a logical order, and may include vignette headings. The interviewer has been removed from the story, unless they are providing background information as an introduction.
	Minor to major errors or discrepancies lead to incorrect formatting. Missing some “proficient” criteria.
	Missing major components of criteria

	Text Specific Word Count
____ / 5 pts
	700 - 900 words
	Fewer than 700 words, more than 500 words
	Fewer than 500 words


Comments:











           _______ / 40 points

STUDENT SELF REFLECTION
	Criteria
	Proficient ~ 10 points
	Novice ~ 5 points
	Incomplete ~ 0 points

	Story 
What is this story about, and why should I read it?

____ / 10 pts
	The author/interviewer has obviously selected an interviewee/subject with a story that is worth preserving: the audience is drawn into the action, remains interested in the development of the story, and by the end of the story it is clear why this story is worth knowing and preserving. The subject is compelling, and the storytelling is vivid.
	The message of this story, or the point of preserving it for other people, is not entirely clear at times. The reader is not always sure why the author/interviewer thinks that it is important to preserve this story. The subject is somewhat compelling, but the telling could use some vivacity.
	Missing major components of criteria

	Development
Turning the interview material into a final product.

____ / 10 pts


	The author/interviewer clearly had enough interview material to create a complete final product. The material has been edited to remove unnecessary elements of the story, and the details of the story are presented in a logical way that is easy for the audience to follow, and maintains interest throughout the story. 
	The author/interviewer seems to have started with a small amount of interview material, so that some unnecessary information is included, or there are holes in the story that leave the audience confused. The story is not always presented in a way that is easy for the audience to follow or understand. The audience may be left with comprehension questions at the end.
	Missing major components of criteria

	Mechanics
The elements of writing that make this a polished final product

____ / 10 pts


	Editing: the author has clearly gone through several revision of the material to ensure that the writing is checked for errors, and sentence construction is varied, interesting, and appropriate in tone. Transitions between description and action are smooth. The author tried to include interesting word choices, analogies, and other methods of maintaining the audience’s interest.
	The author could have spent more time editing the writing/script of this final product; there are some errors that should have been corrected. Sentence structure, word choice, and tone vary somewhat.
	Missing major components of criteria


Newspaper Article and Short Story:

	Criteria
	Proficient ~ 5 points
	Novice ~ 2.5 points
	Incomplete ~ 0 points

	Text Specific Attributes: 

____ / 5 pts
	Newspaper article is presented in newspaper format (title, columns, “pull quote”, etc), is written in the third person, includes dialog as appropriate. 
Short story is structured in a logical order, and may include vignette headings. The interviewer has been removed from the story, unless they are providing background information as an introduction.
	Minor to major errors or discrepancies lead to incorrect formatting. Missing some “proficient” criteria.
	Missing major components of criteria

	Text Specific Word Count
____ / 5 pts
	700 - 900 words
	Fewer than 700 words, more than 500 words
	Fewer than 500 words


Comments:












           _______ / 40 points

