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LWfC Cultural and Historical Context Jigsaw Project
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Introduction: When we start reading a new book, in this case Like Water for Chocolate by Laura Esquivel, it’s important to gather information about the context the story is set in.

“It is in literature where exploration of the essential images of moral and social life is most obvious” – Gordon Graham, Professor of Philosophy at Princeton University

By investigating some of the historical and cultural forces that affect the characters and story of LWfC, we can enhance our personal understanding of the novel.

Assignment: 

1. You will be assigned one of three topics: 

A. The Mexican Revolution (dates, causes, participants, results)
B. Traditional Mexican culture (history, cuisine, music, religion, holidays)
C. Mexican gender roles/family structure (men, women, and children’s roles, family values)
2. You will receive resources to read on your topic, as well as computer lab time to find an additional resource of your own choosing. In like groups (same topic) of three, work together to be sure that each of you is an expert on your topic. Each person will prepare an informative visual aid outlining the important facts on your topic. You may collaborate on your visual aid if you wish. 
3. Gather in mixed groups (different topics: one A, one B, one C), and take turns teaching the other two members of your group about your topic with the help of your visual aid. Take notes in your journal as you listen to your group members’ presentations on their topics.
Timeline: Thursday 16th: Intro to project and library time. Friday 17th: Library time. Monday 20th: NO SCHOOL. Work on your Lift-a-Line homework and jigsaw presentation. Tuesday 18th: Mixed-group presentations in class with visual aids.
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