Ms. Lewis’ Honors LA 10





Like Water for Chocolate: Introduction
Like Water for Chocolate
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By Laura Esquivel

Like Water for Chocolate (in the Spanish-language original, Como agua para chocolate) is a novel by Mexican writer Laura Esquivel. Tita de la Garza, the protagonist of the novel, is a talented cook living on her family’s ranch in Mexico, near the US-Mexico border. She is in love with a young man named Pedro, but is forbidden to marry him because, as the youngest daughter in her family, she must remain single to take care of her mother until she dies. The novel is set in the time of the Mexican Revolution, between 1910 and 1920.

Magical realism, a genre of literature and literary device, features heavily in this book. Write your own definition for magical realism here: 
________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Like Water for Chocolate Themes

Some of the themes, questions, and “big ideas” that we’ll look at while reading LWfC:

· The historical and cultural context of LWfC
· The Mexican Revolution

· Mexican culture

· Family

· Traditions

· Magical Realism

· How does it enhance or affect how we read the story?

· Roles and expectations within society – how much control do you have over them?

· Familial

· How does birth order, or position within your family, have an influence on your life?

· What are the expectations your parents or family can have of you? Are they reasonable/fair, or not?

· Cultural

· How much does your cultural identity affect your life, both day-to-day and long-term?

· Are the effects negative, positive, or neutral?

· What happens if you challenge these expectations? Can you challenge them? Would you?

· Gender

· How does your gender affect your life choices and opportunities?
 (Over)
Like Water for Chocolate Vocabulary

From the pages of the Common Core Standards for Grade 10 English Language Arts: “Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text.” Assessment to occur next week! Please learn your words by Wednesday, January 22nd. Ms. Lewis recommends flashcards, either paper or online (like at Quizlet.com).
1. Summarily
2. Euphoric

3. Malady

4. Purgative

5. Entreat

6. Engender

7. Indefatigable

8. Gingerly

9. Emetic

10. Metate

11. Infarction

12. Torrid

13. Gall

14. Staunch

15. Phosphorescent

16. Reproach

17. Deference

18. Indelible

19. Rebuke

20. Impervious

Like Water for Chocolate Reading Strategy: Lift-A-Line
Explanation: Lift-A-Line is a reading comprehension strategy that helps the reader to examine plot, theme, characters, or other elements of a piece of text by choosing a single line from each chapter and analyzing how it applies to the chapter and the book so far as a whole. 
Assignment: While reading LWfC, you will “lift” one line from each chapter, copy it down in your journal along with the page number, and explain how it relates to a theme of that chapter or of the book so far. It could represent an important turning point in the plot, a character’s development, an example of Magical Realism that gives you deeper understanding of a character or the story, a foreshadowing… Regardless of your Lift-A-Line focus, your selection should be a line that demonstrates significance or importance in terms of the “big picture” of the chapter or the book as a whole. Your explanation and analysis of the line you “lift” should be thorough enough that you should be writing at least half a journal page per Lift-A-Line.
Like Water for Chocolate Reading Schedule

	MONDAY
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY

	Jan 13th 
	Jan 14th 
	Jan 15th 
	Jan 16th 
	Jan 17th 

	
	Introduction to LWfC
	EARLY RELEASE

	 Due: January (p. 4-20)

	

	Jan 20th
	Jan 21st
	Jan 22nd
	Jan 23rd
	Jan 24th

	NO SCHOOL
	Due: February – March (p. 23-61)
	LWfC Vocabulary Quiz
	Due: April – May (p. 64-102)

	

	Jan 27th
	Jan 28th
	Jan 29th
	Jan 30th
	Jan 31st

	Due: June-July-August (p. 105-160)
	
	Due: September – October (p. 163-204)
	Last day of semester
	NO SCHOOL

	Feb 3rd
	Feb 4th
	Feb 5th
	Feb 6th
	Feb 7th 

	Due: November – December (p. 208-246)
	
	
	
	








