Honors LA 10

March 5th, 2014





Journal Entry: Japanese Culture and History and TSoW
Instructions: The following journal response questions are based around some of the different themes evident in TSoW. According to what you find most interesting, choose three of the following questions and respond to them thoroughly in your journal; half a page each minimum. Reference the book to support your thoughts and claims.
1. What evidence of different “castes,” or social orders, formal or informal, do you see in this story? Are there characters that move in between them? Who seems to conform to the definition/expectations of their social group, and who doesn’t? Are there negative repercussions for those who don’t?
2. Uta-Jima is an isolated island, whose inhabitants rarely visit the cities and urban areas of Japan, if at all. How does it seem that the author thinks of the rural versus the urban, the “traditional” versus the “modern”?
3. Who represents the most “honorable” or moral behavior and thought in this book? The least? Do you see any trends? What do you think Mishima is trying to say by depicting certain characters this way?
4. What does this story have to say about gender roles, ideas about how men and women should behave? Is anyone punished or rewarded for either conforming to these expectations or rejecting them?

(over)
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5. Consider what you know about Yukio Mishima’s life: the information Ms. Lewis included in your TSoW Reading Packet, and the interview with him that you watched in class. What sort of connections or contrasts do you see between the author and the work? Is this the kind of work you would expect from someone like him? Do you see any influence from his life experiences and opinions represented in this book?

6. Look back at your Japanese Culture and History fact sheet, and the notes that you took while watching the documentary clips. How do you see the history of this country, both long ago and at the time this book is set (right after the end of WWII) represented in the characters, plot, setting, and themes of the story? 
***These are due at the beginning of class Friday, March 7th. Also due that day are your Chapters 11-13 QARs and your second contribution to the image/haiku wall collage. You will have the whole period to work on these Thursday the 8th.***
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